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e Professor Percy Deift

All physical systems in equilibrium obey the laws

of thermodynamics. In other words, whatever Winner of the George Polya Prize (SIAM, 1998)

the precise nature of the interaction between the CO urant I n Stltu te Of Math em a—tlcal SC | ences
atoms and molecules at the microscopic level, at . .
the macroscopic level, physical systems exhibit N ew York U nivers |ty

universal behavior in the sense that they are
all governed by the same laws and formulae of

thermodynamics. Universality for Ma thematical

The speaker will recount some recent history of -~
universality ideas in physics starting with Wigner’s a n d P hys ' C a I Sys te mS
model for the scattering of neutrons off large nuclei

and show how these 1deas have led mathematicians
to investigate universal behavior for a variety of

mathematical systems. This 1s true not only for T h u rSd ay, OCtO be ¥ 2 7 ’ 3 : 3 0—4 : 3 O p .M.

systems which have a physical origin, but also for . .
systems which arise in a purely mathematical context H Oyt Au d Ito rium
such as the Riemann hypothesis, and a version of the

card game solitaire called patience sorting. UNIVERSITY OF

ROCHESTER




